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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER

October is officially the month to celebrate
oak trees, an important part of California's
ecosystems and communities. Throughout
the month, we'll be sharing fun facts about
different species of oaks found in
California, and their role in wildfire
resiliency.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook to
learn more and celebrate these incredible
trees with us.
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California is home to about 20 different
species of oaks.

Many oak species can re-sprout after fire
damage due to their deep roots.
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Join us in celebrating National Fire Lithium-lon Batteries
Prevention Week from October 5-11! This in Your Home
year's theme is "Charge into Fire Safety: : ;“
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because the wrong move can lead to a fire. fpw.org
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https://www.facebook.com/smmfsc/
https://www.instagram.com/smm_fsc/?hl=en

Join the University of Southern California's

Agriculture and Natural Resources team to

help scientists and land managers identify
where action is needed to protect our

trees. This is a community-driven event to
detect and map goldspotted oak borer
infestations across Southern California.
Take action with us during the last two
weeks of October on 10/26, 10/28, and

10/29.

Welcome CCAC Fellows

Why are you excited to join the SMMFSC?

Emma Strassner | am excited to begin working with
SMMFSC! | hope that | can not only
expand my own knowledge of wildfire
safety and prevention, but that | can
support community engagement in these
areas.

My Fire Story
In 2016, the Sand Fire burned in Santa
Clarita and sent multiple friends packing as
flames got dangerously close to their
homes. As fires continued to get worse
here in LA, | felt | needed to find ways to
get involved and make a difference. My
time in college studying ecology and
wildfire led me to this fellowship!

Jessica Laubender I'm excited to join the SMMFSC because it
gives me the opportunity to give back to
my community while helping to reduce
wildfire risks.

My Fire Story
The 2018 Woolsey Fire narrowly missed
my home, shaping my early awareness of
wildfires. After moving to Chico in 2021,
the lingering effects of the Camp Fire
highlighted the need for wildfire resilience.
By 2023 | was conducting home
assessments, and the Park Fire in 2024
further directed my focus toward fire
behavior and ecology.

Heliodoro (Helio) _Sigala I'm excited to join the Santa Monica
Mountains Fire Safe Council because it
allows me to actively contribute to wildfire
prevention and community safety. I'm
especially motivated by the opportunity to
help protect homes and natural areas while
educating the public about fire
preparedness.



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/qT08FV0

My Fire Story
It started in 2019, when | began serving as a firefighter in Eagle Grove, IA. What started
as a commitment to public service quickly grew into a passion for fire prevention,
community safety, and environmental protection. While responding to emergencies and
operating fire apparatus, | realized how important it was to prepare communities before
disaster strikes. That experience pushed me to expand my skills through certifications in
hazard awareness, emergency response, and incident command.

Home Hardening and Defensible Space
Monthly Tips
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In order to be resilient to wildfire, gutters should
1. Be made out of non-combustible materials
2. Have non-combustible gutter guards
3. Be clear of debris
4. Have a metal drip edge

Even with a class A roof, if the gutter itse
material in a gutter is ignited, it can
your siding and into the home.

GUTTER GUARDS
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This October we're highlighting Fire Safe Gutters! Learn about gutter
materials, gutter guards, and drip edges.







Upcoming Events

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2025
10AM - 4PM
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https://www.smmfsc.org/infographics

TENDING OAKS
WITH FIRE
MIMICRY
WORKSHOP

Oct. 24" to Oct. 26", 2025

Location:
Tapia State Park

This 3 day workshop is focused on oak
tree care and ecosystem resiliency
through the implementation of fire
mimicry with Dr. Lee Klinger tree
scientist and author of “Forged by Fire”.
Applications are open until Sept. 24th.
Registration confirmation and payment
will occur in September. Free entrance
offered to all tribal members.

% Fire Safe Apply and learn more at o
AN o C LB smmisc.org/oakworkshop
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